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PREFACE 


Cutting-up Atlantis uses cut-up excerpts from three texts on the lost continent 
of Atlantis. 


The first text is from Atlantis, a book length poem by Louis Dudek. Dudek is 
an important Canadian poet whose vision extended beyond his native country 
to Europe, to Atlantis, and finally to the infinite and beyond. 


Two Socratic dialogues, Timaeus and Critias, written around 500 B.C. by 
Plato, are the oldest historical and literary references to Atlantis. Whether 
Plato meant these to be read as allegory or as historical fact is not known. 
Pages chosen randomly from these two dialogues have been cut-up and 
reassembled. 


The third text is taken from Edgar Cayce on Atlantis, written by Cayce’s son 
Edgar Evans Cayce, and published in 1968. This book offers an overview of 
Cayce’s psychic readings on Atlantis. From this text | have cut-up quotations 
by the “sleeping prophet’, Edgar Cayce, that are included in Edgar Evans 
Cayce’s book; nothing written by Edgar Evans Cayce was cut-up; only 
passages by Edgar Cayce on Atlantis were cut-up and included in Cutting-up 
Atlantis. 


The contents are assembled as follows: 


Sections One and Two: Cut-ups of an original text by Louis Dudek, Atlantis 
(Delta Canada, Montreal, 1967), 


Sections Three to Five: Cut-ups of Timaeus, by Plato. 
Sections Six to Eight: Cut-ups of Critias, by Plato. 


Sections Nine and Ten: Cut-ups of a text on Atlantis, by Edgar Cayce. 


Cutting-up Atlantis, using texts from Louis Dudek, Plato, and Edgar Cayce—a 
more disparate group Is difficult to find—creates a new text; itis a 
manufactured ancient document that has survived from antiquity. 


Fragments of ancient texts have been cut-up by time. 


Cut-ups, the act of cutting-up and reassembling a text, are a kind of editing 
without an editor; the cut-ups are a product of a kosmic editor from inner 
space who relies on synchronicity, on meaningful coincidence, to make a new 
text. Cut-ups are also “found texts,” the poetry in them is recreated and re- 
visioned in the cut-up process. The mind looks for meaning when reading cut- 
ups, it looks for consistency, a coherent thesis, and connections between 
ideas and images. 


Meaning—what is meaningful, what is manufactured by consciousness, what 
gives connection to life—can be found in the randomness and apparent 
meaninglessness of a cut-up text. Meaning survives and is inherent in the cut- 
up process. Meaning is imposed on the cut-ups. 


Stephen Morrissey 
Samhain; Guy Fawkes Day 
5 November 2008 


ONE 


| think that now everything will go on here an identity, is what we really are. in 
the body, with things and men. it is the whole reality something that we are, | 
think. that now everything will go on here And yet | Know that is always there; 
live at all. cannot know or share. This voyage is almost it is now (as all we do), 
as before. As it must. bird of paradise. for good—or | do not There will be 
always true, and each living thing There were sixty people at present lost in 
the placards were sent out their prayers drowned by “Othello” and “The 
Merchant” precincts of The Globe) to the ground? | looked for the past to the 
ground? (in the Borough Should | ask that tree? for Listen with my ear right by 
the Study a flower for a sign? This is all new to me. Univac The half of a 
moon. The sound of feet. Not an individuality | will take it all in and wait That 
continues, as it live until like a High Mass in Southwark great vault, 
Underground. 


TWO 


The voyage is still touristic now, Voices, baggage, Anyone who travels sees 
others Every object a word There is more than a literal transcription Who 
knows where meaning. magic carpet of cold. (the place does not matter) 
prototype—in a mirror— we city people What does it mean? Travel is the life 
knee, a poem, a fiction distant, obscure And then you ask language, the 
record we make 


THREE 


from an aged man; for Critias, at the time of age, and | was about ten. Now 
the day and the poems of several poets were of Solon, which at that time had 
not he thought or so to please Critias, said of men, but also the noblest of 
poets. The at hearing this and said, smiling: Yes, made poetry the business of 
his life, and from Egypt, and had not been compelled, found stirring in his own 
country when he he would have been as famous as | will tell an old-world 
story which | heard of telling it, was as he said, nearly ninety years was that 
day of the Apaturia which is called the to custom our parents gave prizes for 
recitation recited by us boys, and many of us sang the poem gone out of 
fashion. One of our tribe, either that in his judgement Solon was not only the 
wise old man, as | very well remember, brightened up Amynander, if Solon 
had only, like other poets, had completed the tale which he brought with him 
by reason of the factions and troubles with came home, to attend to other 
matters, in my Homer or Hesiod, or any poet. 


FOUR 


the fairest and noblest race of men nothing of what happened in ancient 
times, either a boundless continent. Now in this island of those genealogies of 
yours which you just now empire which had rule over the whole island and 
than the tales of children. In the first place you and, furthermore, the men of 
Atlantis had were many previous ones; in the next place you of Heracles as 
far as Egypt, and of Europe your land the fairest and noblest race of men into 
one endeavoured to subdue at a blow whole cities are descended from a 
small seed or region within the straits; and then, Solon, you was unknown to 
you, because for many her virtue and strength, among all mankind. She died, 
leaving no written word. For there was skill, and was the leader of the 
Hellenes. And when the city which now is Athens was first to stand alone, 
after having undergone the of all cities, is said to have performed the noblest 
triumphed over the invaders, and preserved from of any of which tradition 
tells, under the faced, and generously liberated all the rest of us who the order 
in which we have arranged our occurred violent earthquakes and floods; and 
who is the most of astronomer amongst us requested the priests to inform him 
exactly and special study, should speak first, beginning are welcome to hear 
about them, Solon, said the creation of man; next, | am to receive of your city, 
and above all , for the sake of the will have profited by the excellent education 
parent and educator of both our cities. She founded and make them citizens, 
as if they were those receiving the Earth and Hephaestus the seed of record 
recovered from oblivion, and of which constitution is recorded in our and 
fellow citizens. perfect and splendid feast of reason. And now disappeared in 
the depths of the sea. For which and impenetrable, because there is a shoal 
of mud of the island. aged Critias heard from Solon and related to us about 
your city and citizens, the tale which | have and | remarked with astonishment 
how, by almost every particular with the narrative. For a long time had 
elapsed, and | had of all run over the narrative in my own mind, to your 
request yesterday, considering find a tale suitable to your purpose, and that 
on my way home yesterday | at once | remembered it; and after | left them, 
during As touching your citizens of nine thousand laws and of their most 
famous action; the exact through the leisure in the sacred registers with ours 
you will find that many of ours are olden time. In the first place, there is the 
caste; next, there are the artificers, who ply their mix; and there is the class of 
shepherds; and you will observe, too, that the warriors and are commanded 
by the law to devote the weapons which they carry are shields the steeds in 


his father’s chariot, because he burnt up all that was upon the earth, and this 
has the form of a myth, but really the heavens around the earth, and a great 
after long intervals; at such times those places are more liable to destruction 
than. And from this calamity the Nile, who is our. When, on the other hand, the 
gods purge in your country are herdsmen and shepherds you, live in cities are 
carried by the rivers nor at any other time, does the water come 


FIVE 


Many great and wonderful deeds are recorded sacred registers to be eight 
thousand years ago, | will briefly inform you of their particulars of the whole we 
will hereafter themselves. If you compare these very laws the counterpart of 
yours as they were in the of priests, which is separated from all the several 
crafts by themselves and do not and of hunters, as well as that of 
husbandmen in Egypt are distinct from all other class themselves solely to 
military pursuits; looks to the unchangeable and fashions the pattern, must 
necessarily be made fair only, and uses a created pattern, it is not fair or 
called by this or by any more a question which has to be asked at the world, | 
say, always in existence and? Created, | reply, being visible and all sensible 
things are apprehended and created. Now that which is created a cause. But 
the father and maker of all this him, to tell him to all men would be down from 
above on the fields, having always which reason the traditions preserved here 
are The fact is, that whatever the extremity of mankind exist, sometimes in 
greater, sometimes either in your country or in ours, or in any other were any 
actions noble or great or in any other down by us of old, and are preserved in 
our nations are beginning to be provided with letters after the usual interval, 
the stream from heaven leaves only those of you who are destitute of a 
tendency to come up from below; for the most ancient. they are in some way 
related to them. To great honour; he asked the priests who were and made 
the discovery that neither he nor mentioning about the times of old. On one 
antiquity, he began to tell about the most Phoroneus, who is called the “first 
man,” survival of Deucalion and Pyrrha; and he reckoning up the dates, tried 
to compute speaking happened. Thereupon on of the Solon, Solon, you 
Hellenes are never any among you. Solon in return asked him mind you are 
all young; there is no old tradition, nor any science which is hoary been, and 
will be again, many destructions greatest have been brought about by the 
innumerable other causes. There is a story, Many great and wonderful deeds 
are recorded exceeds all the rest in greatness and valour. For unprovoked 
made an expedition against the city put an end. This power came forth out of 
Atlantic was navigable, and there was an island you called the Pillars of 
Heracles; the island and was the way to other islands, and from these 
opposite continent which surrounded the true of Heracles is only a harbour, 
having a narrow a tendency to come up from below; for the most ancient. frost 
or of summer does not prevent, in lesser numbers. And whatever happened 
region of which we are informed if there way remarkable, they have all been 


written. Whereas just when you and other and the other requisites of civilized 
life, like a pestilence, comes pouring down, and education; and so you have to 
begin 


SIX 


who had no eye to see true happiness Such was the natural state of the 
country by true husbandmen, who made husbandry of a noble nature, and 
had a soil best in heaven above an excellently attempered on this wise. In the 
first place the Acropolis night of excessive rain washed away the earth there 
were earthquakes, then occurred third before the great destruction of Deucalis 
Acropolis extended to the Eridanus and the Lycabettus as a boundary on the 
opposite with soil, and level at the top, except in one under the sides of the hill 
there dwelt artisans the ground near; the warrior class dwelt by Hephaestus at 
the summit, which moreover garden of a single house. On the north side 
erected halls for dining in winter, and had common life, besides temples, but 
there was they made no use of these for any purpose; and ostentation, and 
built modest houses in in the lost island of Atlantis; and this he following 
reasons, as tradition tells: For many in them, they were obedient to the laws, 
seed they were; for they possessed true and with wisdom in the various 
chances of life, they despised everything but virtue, caring lightly of the 
possession of gold and other neither were they intoxicated by luxury; but they 
were sober, and saw clearly friendship with one another, whereas by lost and 
friendship with them. By such a divine nature, the qualities which we have but 
when the divine portion began to fade much with the mortal admixture, and 
the being unable to bear their fortune, behaved grew visibly debased, for they 
were losing who had no eye to see true happiness 


SEVEN 


primeval men of that country of the gods, that they distributed the and made 
for themselves temples and for his lot the island of Atlantis, begat in a part of 
the island, which | will centre of the whole island, there was a plain and very 
fertile. Near the plain again, of about fifty stadia, there was a mountain there 
dwelt one of the earth-born Evenor, and he has a wife named was called 
Cleito. The maiden had already died; Poseidon fell in love with her and 
inclosed the hill in which she dwelt all larger and smaller, encircling one 
another; he turned as with a lathe, each having its so that no man could get to 
the himself, being a god, found no difficulty land, bringing up two springs of 
water the other of cold, and making every | have before remarked in speaking 
of the whole earth into portions differing in extent, instituted sacrifices. And 
Poseidon, receiving children by a mortal woman, and settled them describe. 
Looking towards the sea, but in the which is said to have been the fairest of all 
and also in the centre of the island at a distance mountain not very high on 
any side. In this primeval men of that country, whose name was Leucippe , 
and they had an only daughter who reached womanhood, when her father 
and mother had intercourse with her, and breaking the round, making 
alternate zones of sea and land there were two of land and three of water, 
which circumference equidistant every way from the island, for ships and 
voyages were not as yet. in making special arrangements for the centre from 
beneath the earth, one of warm water and 


EIGHT 


In the country, you must not be surprised | ought to warn you, that you must 
not be names given to foreigners. | will tell you to use the tale for his poem, 
enquired into early Egyptians in writing them down had he recovered the 
meaning of the several them into our language. My great- which is still in my 
possession, and was Therefore if you hear names such as are used | have 
told how they came to be, began as follows:— Yet, before proceeding further 
in the surprised if you should perhaps hear the reason of this: Solon, who was 
intending the meaning of the names, and found that translated them into their 
own language, names and when copying them out again grandfather, 
Dropides, had the original carefully studied by me when | was a child. in this 
country, you not be surprised, introduced. The tale, which was great Now the 
country was inhabited in those artisans, and there were husbandmen, and 
apart by divine men. The latter dwelt by all that they had as common property; 
nor anything more than their necessary food. A yesterday described as those 
of our Egyptian priests said what is not only were in those days fixed by the 
Isthmus, extended as far as the heights of Cithaeron the direction of the sea, 
having the district Asopus as the limit on the left. The land raised remnant of 
Attica which now exists may by various classes of citizens;—there were there 
was also a warrior class original set, and all things suitable for anything of 
their own, but they regarded they practised all the pursuits which we 
guardians. Concerning the country that in the direction of the continent they 
and Parnes; the boundary line came down in of Oropus on the right, and with 
the river as the best in the world, and was therefore able from the surrounding 
people. Even with any region in the world for the 


NINE 


Many lands have disappeared and disappeared again and At that time, only 
the Tibet, Mongolia, Asia and Europe; that of the Peru in the southwestern of 
(present) Utah, Arizona, hemisphere then in the Sahara and the then entering 
the now region rather than flowing the Tibet and Caucasian Sea; those in 
Mongolia in the plateau entering the souls then in the earth plane and three 
million existence from the present million (10,500,000) years earth plane as 
the lord of in five places then at reasons, the five spheres, nations.” of man’s 
earthly indwelling , many have appeared again during these periods land now 
known as the Sah and Norway appeared in southern Cordilleras and 
hemisphere and the plane Mexico in the northwestern 


TEN 


This has been given. 1. The position... the continent between the gulf of 
Mexico on Mediterranean upon the other. civilization are to be found. of 
Atlantis occupied is the one hand and the Evidences of this lost in the 
Pyrenees and surface at the period of projections.” the first, or that known as 
Casian and Carpathian, or and which lies now much in and much in the rolling 
Northern portions were then polar regions were then more of a tropical and 
would be hard to describe into the Atlantic Ocean. an inhabited land and very 
portion of this country, then all in the ocean; only the regions that are now and 
Arizona formed the as the United States. That formed the outer portion , 
Yucatan and America. portions . . . that must have a portion of this great 
Indies, or the Bahamas, are be seen in the present. If the made in some of 
these mini and in the Gulf Stream may be even yet determined.” 2. This has 
been given. the beginning, or in the Garden of Eden, in that the desert, yet 
much in lands there. The extreme the southern portions, or turned to where 
they occupied semi-tropical regions; hence the change. The Nile entered 
What is now the Sahara was fertile. What is now the centre of the Mississippi 
basin, was the plateau was existent, or portions of Nevada, Utah greater part 
of what we know along the Atlantic Seaboard Morocco, British Honduras 
There are some protruding at one time or another continent. The British West 
a portion of same would especially, or notably in through this vicinity, these 
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